the ecumenical 


ne hundred top leaders of the ecumenical 
vement were on hand for the annual meeting 
the U.S. Conference for the World Council 
hurches at Buck Hill Falls, Pa., April 16-18. 
ey heard talk of birthdays and birth control, 
population bombs and nuclear bombs. 

he birthday was an early observance of the 
th anniversary of the World Council of 
urches which comes in August of 1958. A 
el of four appraised the ecumenical move- 
nt and looked into the future. 

irth control and population explosions were 
ught forcefully to the conference by Dr. 
hard M. Fagley, executive secretary of the 
mmission of the Churches on International 
airs. He called the Roman Catholic stand 
birth control “theologically wrong and prac- 
ally tragic.” 

Warning that the fuse on the population 
mb in underdeveloped areas of the world is 
ting short, he urged the churches to provide 
e backbone for government leaders “who 
illy-shally while it burns.” 

According to Dr. Fagley, the world’s popula- 
n is mounting at such a rate that if the birth 
e does not decline after 1975, the world popu- 
ion, now about three billion, will be close to 
en billion by 2000. 

The preliminary staff paper by CCIA was 
warded to the churches “with the hope that 
Christian conscience and understanding may 
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be promptly mobilized for a courageous and 
forthright judgment on this issue which has 
been so widely evaded because of its contro- 
versial character.” 

A plea for a fresh level of conversations on 
the subject of Christian unity at “the much ad- 
vertised and much neglected level of the grass 
roots” was made by the Rt. Rev. Angus Dun, 
Protestant Episcopal bishop of Washington, 
D.C. He suggested that laymen should experi- 
ence the interdenominational understanding 

(Continued on page 4) 


Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, chairman of the U.S. 
Conference, and Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman 
of the WCC Central Committee, by the plaque 
that commemorates the Buck Hill Falls meeting 
where final plans were made for the Council’s 
first assembly. 
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Pentecost 1958 


A Message from the Presidents of the 
World Council of Churches 


As representing the World Council of Churches we take occasion of this solemn 
festival of Pentecost to send a Christian greeting to our member Churches throughout 
all five continents and in the islands of the seas. Grace be to you all and peace, from 
God the Father and from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We celebrate today the first Christian Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out 
upon all flesh— ‘Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 
of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans, 
and Arabians” (Acts 2: 9-11 RSV). 

The Spirit is a Spirit of unity. “They were all together in one place” and the 
Spirit “rested upon each” (Acts 2: 1-3). Let us then always pray that the spirit of 
unity in faith may prevail amongst us, in accordance with the last prayer on earth of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Spirit is a Spirit of power. “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you” (Acts 1:8). Weak-willed as we are and lacking in resolve, the 
Gospel would be of little avail to us, if it merely instructed us how best to order our 
lives and our societies, but did not provide the enablement to act accordingly. At the 
first Pentecost men and women were lifted far above their ordinary selves, and in their 
weakness were made strong to do and to endure many things for which the Chureh 
still daily praises God. 

The Spirit is a Spirit of witness. He both bears witness Himself and inspires us 
to Christian witness. Part of the promise of the first Pentecost was, “You shall be my 
witnesses .. . to the ends of the earth” (Act 1: 8). It was on this day that the world 
mission of the Church began, Concern for the work of Evangelism is a necessary con- 
dition of its enjoying such blessings. Moreover, our witnesses must be “to all the world” 
and “to every creature.” We must not stop short of “the ends of the earth.” 

Today, then, let us not only commemorate that marvelous outpouring of the Spirit 
on the first Pentecost long ago, but let us seek by God's grace to recover the unity that 
was then so manifest, the power that was enjoyed, and the zeal for world-wide evangelism 
that then filled every heart. “And above all these” let us “put on love which binds every- 
thing together in perfect harmony” (Col. 3:14). As we join in prayer to this end, may 
God’s richest and most enabling blessing fall upon us. 
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The occasion was the formal dedication of a 
vilion which exists because of the tenacity of 
mall group of Belgian Protestants who were 
vinced that the non-Roman Catholic churches 
st be represented at the Exhibition. 

The dedication service brought crowds of 
rshippers from all over Belgium, and attracted 
ny visitors from abroad. They heard the words 
dedication read in English, French and 
rman. 

| In his sermon, Pastor Pieter Fagel of Brussels, 
Re project’s leader, said, “Somebody the other 

y asked me, ‘Who, for Heaven’s sake, will go 
church at the world’s fair?’” 

Pointing to the crowds standing in the aisles 
d to the children seated on the floor around 
raised alter, Pastor Fagel said, “Here you can 
the answer to that.” 
“Our most important reason for being here,” 
continued, “is that we have a message for 
tybody and when millions of people come to 
definite place, the Church has to be there.” 
V"We have to preach the Gospel, for there is 
salvation and no happiness without Christ. 
ierefore, you will see in the exhibition that 
§: have prepared, not so much about what the 
wurch should be doing, but rather what Christ 
jdoing for us. It is a visual preaching of the 
spel. . 
bie the center,” he said, “is Jesus Christ, the 
»zht of the world. Without this light of love 
#2 world is dark and cold, even the huge 
pmium is cold in itself. But right at the foot 
# this atomium is this little chapel filled with 
m love and light of God, for whom we have 
# this whole pavilion.” 


rst ‘““New Church” 


To the Protestants of Belgium the building 
ith its modern circular chapel and huge copper 
a is the first new church in which they have 
§2t worshipped. “Most of our people have old 
nodeled buildings,” Pastor Fagel commented. 
On Monday, April 21, a Protestant Witness 
oll containing the names of churches and in- 
viduals in the United States who have made 


ROWDS THRONG PROTESTANT PAVILION 


the first Sunday (April 20) of the Brussels World’s Fair 700 Protestants went to church and 
res of others had to be turned away from the door of the Protestant Pavilion. 
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The giant atomium, symbol of the Brussels Fair, 
is neighbor of the Protestant Pavilion. 


gifts to the pavilion, arrived by plane in Brussels 
and was placed in the building. To date, $62,685 
has been given in the U.S. through a laymen’s 
committee led by Mrs. Theodore O. Wedel of 
Washington, D.C., and Mr. Charles C. Parlin, 
of New York. 

A gift of $10,000 has been made from Meth- 
odist denominational sources for the Protestant 
Pavilion, according to Mrs. Wedel. 

Mrs. Wedel stressed that the American cam- 
paign for the pavilion has a goal of $100,000. 
The entire goal must be raised if the pavilion is 
to have a permanent use as an ecumenical center 
after the fair closes in October, she said. 

Contributions are still needed and should be 
sent to the New York office of the WCC 
marked “For Protestant Pavilion.” 
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Visit the Protestant Pavilion! 


A Protestant European Tour which includ: 
the Protestant Pavilion at the Brussels Worlc 
Fair is being sponsored by the Washingtag 
office of the American section of the Intern 
tional Christian Committee for the Pavilion. 
2a A folder describing the eight-country to 

\ nesa@rasd which lasts from July 31 to August 26 is aya 
aM, gs td able from Mrs. Mary Callan Strobel, Directeg 
‘ eC Protestant European Tour, Ober Tourist Ageng 

a 812 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington 
au m4 D.C. Countries to be visited include Englang 
C= egaptP (4 the Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark, Germiang 


Italy, Switzerland, and France. 


rs ‘Sp g0TWng iM 


A new edition of Ecumenical Bookshelf, | 
listing publications on Christian unity, 


is available from the New York office. 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-montl 
bulletin published by the United States Conferem 


mission in unity 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fi? 
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M Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The Cours 
ay ’ unites 170 Anglican, Orthodox and Protests 
communions in 50 countries. Neither t} 
The mosaic of the ecumenical ship is the design COURIER nor the W orld Council of Churches 
for the Pentecost church bulletin cover available tesponsible for opinions quoted in its colum# 
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ich so far has been reserved for top eccle- 
tical leaders. As a first step, he suggested that 
Ominations work together to bring laymen 
yether in small local conversation groups on 
# interchurch basis. 
he Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, presiding 
hop of the Protestant Episcopal Church and 
irman of the U.S. Conference for the WCC, 
@s moderator of the panel on “Where Have 
Come.” 
‘As Americans we are always interested 
Ggible accomplishments,” said Dr. Franklin 
tk Fry, New York, chairman of the Central 
mittee and president of the Lutheran World 
eration. “The World Council of Churches 
brought many of them in its first ten years. 
s of thousands of refugees resettled in new 
#nes and new lives, millions of hungry people 
, a strong growth of the feeling of world 
®therhood at precisely a time when bitterly 
isive forces are stalking the earth.” 
ut the main accomplishment of the Council 
been to give to its American churches and 
the rest of its world- wide constituency, a 
and truer perspective,” said Dr. Fry. 
Just as we have been on the giving end of 
iterial gifts (food, clothing, and money) we 
nericans, with our characteristic emphasis on 
ctical Christianity, have found new intellec- 
| vistas open up before us as we have delved 
Jo the truth of our religion in our conversa- 
fas with more contemplative Christians of 
Srope and other parts of the world,” he said. 


nC-WCC Merger 


Reports by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry and Dr. 
orge Carpenter of the International Mission- 
® Council brought the subject of the proposed 
*CC-IMC merger before He USS. Conference. 
“I must confess that it makes me angry to 
jr of the integration of the International 
tssionary Council zmto the World Council of 
‘urches,” said Dr. Carpenter. He stressed that 
» proposed merger will join the World Coun- 
}and the IMC in order to put mission at the 
ater of all World Council activity. 

‘It is the merging of two historic streams into 
s, in a way which will enrich the life of the 
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Annual Meeting Delegates Review Decade of WCC 


Co-chairmen Parlin and Wedel invite Americans 
to visit the Protestant Pavilion at Brussels. 


Church beyond anything that either body would 
accomplish alone,” he said. 


Nuclear Tests 


The United States government should regard 
the decision to conduct nuclear tests in the 
Pacific as “flexible and alterable,’ Dr. O. Fred- 
erick Nolde, director of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, said at the 
concluding session. 

He said that if “unremitting and eet 
study produces a revised estimate of the im- 
portance or necessity of any part or all of the 
Pacific series” or if the Soviet Union gives evi- 
dence of readiness to proceed with a sound dis- 
armament program, the U.S. should be prepared 

» “limit, halt, or forego,” the tests. 

He stressed that his proposition was “not 
premised upon the Soviet’s unilateral, condi- 
tional declaration to stop testing” but was 
grounded in the concept of “national responsi- 
bility in the world.” 

“An affirmative response is at this moment 
of history demanded of the United States in 
fidelity to its tradition and in the interest of 
humanity,” Dr. Nolde said. 
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THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD — 


JAPAN: Japanese Christians are launching a 
three-year program to aid victims who are still 
suffering from the effects of the atomic bombing 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

The new program, directed by Japan Church 
World Service in cooperation with the National 
Christian Council of Japan, is a result of a recent 
intensive survey in the two cities by a team 
from Tokyo Union Theological Seminary. 

Centers will be maintained in the two cities 
to coordinate relief work already being done, to 
distribute supplies, to carry on case work with 
individuals and families affected by the bombing, 
to do group work with youths, to give vocational 
training to bomb victims and to widows and 
orphans, and to carry on Christian evangelism. 


SWEDEN: A bill authorizing the ordination 
of women as pastors in the established Lutheran 
Church of Sweden has been passed by both 
ig of parliament. However, the measure has 

) be approved by the Lutheran Church Con- 
vocation at its session next autumn. Last October 
the convocation voted sixty-two to. thirty-six 
against ordination. 


GERMANY: Christian 
Democratic Republic is being increasingly 
menaced by attacks of “militant atheism,” ac- 
cording to a statement from the Council of the 
Church of the Union, which met in Berlin on 
April 1-2 to discuss preparations for the All- 
German Synod of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany, late this month. The council approved 
“The Church and Education” 
the Synod. 


life in the German 


as the theme for 


SWITZERLAND: A sponsoring committee, 
made up of representatives of the Swiss national 
and free churches, has been formed to study and 
promote an international Protestant broadcast- 
ing station in Switzerland. 

The station is planned for churches and 
church institutions both from Switzerland and 
abroad. All programs which might disturb rela- 
tionships between different confessions or inter- 
fere with Swiss neutrality are excluded. The 
radio station will be a non-profit-making or- 
ganization. 
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Visitors look at the ecumenical ship, part of 
exhibit of church life around the world at 
Protestant Pavilion. 


ENGLAND: A majority of Free Church 
in the United Kingdom do not think 4 
“time is ripe” for organic unity between 
Free Churches in the country, according to 
vey results announced late this month at 
annual meeting of the Free Church Fee 
Council in Folkestone, England. 

Commenting on the survey, Dr. Hugh Ma 
a leading Baptist and former council moder: 
said that apparently the Free Churches, by t 
refusal to join together, were going to faili 
deal with the movement of great masses of) 
population into new areas and new towns Wi 
we are not meeting the situation and ca: 
meet it in denominational terms.” 


CHINA: The only Danish missionary stit 
China, 86-year-old Miss Ellen Nielsen, has * 

ten to the Danish Missionary Society Sa 
that she wishes to stay on in China until 
“sets out on the long j journey.” Miss Nielses 
worked in China since 1899 and, before} 
Communists took over, obtained citizensh| 
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